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Iuly 27,2016

lrlew Canaan Plaruring and Zoning Commission
Attn: Mr. John H, Goodwin, Chairman
TownHall
77 Main Street
New Canaan, Ct 06840

Dear Chairman Goodwin and Members of the Commission:

I am in receipt of the June24,2016 letter from Steve Kleppin, Senior Enforcernent
Officer, to the Grace Farms Fourdation. This was supplied to me by one of the New Canaan
neighbors of Grace Farms, and I assume the intent was to enlist suppoft from the Town of Pound
Ridge in regard to their complaints about activities at Grace Farms. (I note this with interest, as

until it was threatened to close Puddin Hill to commercial traffrc no one seemed to care what
Pound Ridge or Lewisboro thought about the.project's effects on our roads. That said, I am also
thankful that appropriate measures were put in place to ensure the integrity of our roads was
preserved during construction.) That concern remains first and foremost now with the increased
traffic from the Foundation's operations, including the use of the shuttle busses. I do agree with
Mr. Kleppin's assertion that the handling of haffic has been done well and i have received but
one complaint regarding that issue. I would hope that whatever the Commission decides in
regard to the appilent expansion of use under their permit to operate that the police presence
remain a requirement.

I have enclosed herein an article from the luly 22,2016 Pound Ridge/Bedford Record
Review for your perusal, as I believe it bears out the notion that the property is far less a
"church" than it is something else. Kindly note the reference in the article to the "70O-person
perfomrance space, called the Sanctuary". Performance space? Really? Also, a recurring
recommendation I hear is that'fyou must really go to Grace Fanns for lunch, it is tenific", which
seems a rather upscale if not perverted twist on the proverbial church basement soup kitchen.
Thaxk you, I'll pass.

Some of you may recall that i publicly stated in one of your site plan revierv meetings
that following my reaching out to Ms. Prince, President of the Grace Farms Foundation, to open
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a dialogue betwcen the Tou'n of Pound Ridge and the Foundation to address our concerns, I did
not find Grace Church to be exactly brimming with Ch¡istian charity. Reading the attached
article in conjunction with Mr. Kleppin's letter, I see little to alter my thinking in that regard, as

it appears that after all of your hard work on this application you ultimately fell victim to abait
and switch. Be that as it may, it is there now and not going anylvhere. I will reiterate that, while
traffic issues to date have not materíalized, the Town of Pound Ridge remains focused on the use

of our road as an extended driveway to ensure that this "Church" use, or whatever it morphs into
in the future, does not negatively affect our taxpayers. Please bear that in mind as you
contemplate the necessary changes to their operating permit,

Sincerely,

Richard B. Lyman
Town Supervisor

Cc: Supervisor Parsons

RL/msv



summer performances at Grace Farms
- Thi! sumrner, Grace Farrns, an
80-acre Foperty locared in New
Canaan, Connecdcut, invites the
public- to arrend a numbcr of ans
PraFnIS.

iÍ¡e ür:lr.e Fanns :Foundaüonsl.
fup hiiti*rivc sumnìcr pft.lêgrïns
briru ,qrtltrs rogetber ro' diüelon
nnd ¡rre*nnt nc¡¡r' work, l¡.featurcr ä'sr:rleh til si:tc-s¡xcifrc pictÈt, wor.k-
shn¡x; c+lkib.rra(ion.s, r¡lks and
pe¡fonnànces. ¡lrtisLc fronr many
rtiscipiines ,ate invired" to ,Grac!

snsll¡. ¡,sww¡cove puóro

Grace Farms Foundation wâs es-
tablished in 2@9 as a private or>
emting loundation *i* SOf(.Xã)
stär,us in New Csnaan, Connèdi-
cut. The Foundation suppofs ini-
¡iarives in rhe aiiài'of:nature, arts,
justice, community and faith, and
encourages participation on a local,
natioual and globat level.

For more information, visit
graceframs.org.

Grace Farms is located at 365
þkes,;tltoód Road; Nerv c;;aatt"
CorinäCiiäur. " 

.

Rf.ir nc-re*çirics

- 
'lirulolroq. Saruiday', July 23,

lronr ll a-m. to 12:30 p.m., join
the Wolf Conse¡vaúon Ô;enrer" for
an indepth look at the Ameúcan
black bear (Ursus americanus).

The speaker will be Melissa
Rruzcryk of the Connecticut Ðe-
partment of Energr and Environ-
mental Protection.

Black bears have begun to re-
populate the Northeasr, an¿ lea.n-
ing how to coexist rvitlr these iconic
and resourceful anim¡Is is crucial,
both for rhe bear and huuran popu-
larions, accordíng ro the WCe. 

-

Panicipants will leam rhe ..bear

basics": biology, feeding habits, and
how to live with rhese ofren misun-
derstood mammals.

Recent sighrings of black bears
halg bg.c-n r-eported in Posnd Ridge
and Bedford.

,4,fter the seminar, pardcipans
will have rhe opporturiry to visit
with WCCs ambassadoi wolves
.{tka, Alarva, Nil<ai and Zephw.

The fee is $14 for adults-; $It fo.
child¡en under 12.

To register, call 7 63-2373 or visir
nywolf.org-

The tñ/olf Conse¡r¡ation Center is
located ar 7 Buck Rurq South Salen.

Farrus to spend several dalts
ing worlc focrtsed around a
ur¡:ic.

F
Tlre

sr¡ries indùdes
pc r[ormanc-es
by several sing-
er'sontwrirers
as well as a sec-
rrnd insullment

The tlVagon tllheel perftinihÉ outdoors at Grace Farms,

o[ Gracc F4nns' Practicing series,
r,vhictr explorcs spirirual anã ethicaj
pracrices fhrou¡¡,h ..rrrisric collabora-
tion. A pmgranr e¡rirìed,'practicing
-{we" wlll fáiure a showing anã
discussion gturila¡ July 30 tiom 3
to 4:3O p-m. Adnrission is free.

"The ,4.n-s lhitiative luels con-
neccÍors across disciplines and
provrd.F ã canvas to express and
respqn4 ío nalurc, community, jus-
tice and faitl¡," said Sharon prince,
presidenr.of Gnace Farnrs Founda-
rion.

fhe P¡acticing series brings to-
gecher Nrw Tark Ciry-based Gal-
lim Daoce; uulti-ins-trumenralisr,
qlmposer and singer-songwriter
Cindertallg counrerienor Þaniel
Moody; sopra¡o Nola Richard-
son; and Grace. Fanns Nature and'!fulldlífe fuubassador lr{ark Fowler.
the process of engaging awe will
include a period of silence, dur-
ing which the artisæ will encoun-

ter birds of prcy with Mr. Forvlcr,
as wcll aç n watk to Catrail pond [o
experience Susan Philipsz's sound
irrstallation tirlcd.'Ncw Canaan."

Thc fìrsr sunrmer season opened
July ló with a spccial pcrforåance
serie-s, -Surtset Perforrnances, set out
in tl¡e lratural environment. These
intimatc cvenin¡¡p of original mu-
sic will continue Saturday, Áuzust
13, rvirh ¡hc sourhem folk sryle*s o[
singer-songwriter, Kelley McRae.
The progranr will run from ,l:30 to
6 p.-.; tickets are $25.

Visitors. will also have the op
ponuniry to experience rhe site-
specific an commissions and per-
¡nanent art insrallations ¡hroughout
Grace Fatms. ¡he wófks curiently
on vieq¡ include Thomas Demand',s
"Farm 56" and "Farm 88," larqe-
scale photograplrs of architecnrizl
models for Grace Farms; Teresita
Fernzindee's "Double Glass River,"
an insøllation made o[ thousands

of small, hanclcrafl.ed silvered re-
flecüvc glass cubes that bring the
landscape indoors; and Otafui ¡li
arson's *Mat" for multidimensional
prayers, wovcu f¡om the çool of
lcelandic gray sheep and on view in
the Sancruary.

Grdce Farnrs also encourages
visitors [o enjoy unsmrctured rime
throughout thc grounds or in dre
River building. The nearly rrans-
parent buildirrg, which blends
into the s¡rrounding landscape, is
comprised of fivc glass-enclosed
volumes, including a 700-person
amphitheater'-style perforrnance
space, called the Sanctuary; a li-
brary; a living room with a fireplace
and a dining room with communal
tables made from rrees harvesæd
on site called the Commons; an in-
timate Pavilion with tea services;
and a mulú-functional rècreatioral
and ¿eformance space called, the
Coun.

'Éoe eut r¡f thc wotNls
cnffad{C lo.:r: lx¡gs

:upped deacl and rt-
/heri I urged him for-
his feer and ¡efusecl

nt see, hear, or srtæll
rd, l,remembcred nry
lory, turiretl anttrnrl
rer tmil. "Old ma¡1,"
loing m listen ro you
,'t makc ir a habit."
at maybe lre: s¡rrclled
ybe he did: We rodc
nexl. day arrd Rufús
in.
t hotses, being ¡>rcy
ightened sens(is thár
ors lack. We becorne
:m whcn they spook
hing rre cag'[ see or
crceivc as a lhreat.
¡ friênds, sometimes
t. "Lions and tigers,
!"

rtcction factor o[ 30
means ¿he clorhing
one-thirtieth of rhe
each che skin.
, the car. Wþle glass
,UVB mys, rhe chief
, lfVA rays can pen-
-ike UVB rays, tFVA
and can lead to skin
bunng a I-IV shield,
ng over any window
rt'to reach the child's

n at 6 mnnf hc Sin¡e


